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The Power of Reading

The ability to read is vital. 
It paves the way for success in school and later 
life.

Research shows that it's the single most important 
thing you can do to help your child's education.

There are many reasons why we read and 
therefore why children will read:

• for pleasure and interest

• for work 

• to learn about the world e.g. in papers

• to obtain information e.g. recipes and signs



Stages of Reading - 1

Pre-readers:

• Look at books and like to be read to

• Like to behave like a reader

• Learn about words from songs and rhymes

• Learn how the text works

• Use pictures and memory to tell a story



Stages of Reading - 2

Emerging readers:

• Ready to receive instructions about reading

• Know the text can be a story or information

• Begin to match written words to spoken 

words and letters to sounds

• Begin to say words in simple texts

• Use the picture to understand the text



Stages of Reading - 3

Early readers:

• Develop more confidence 

• Use mainly phonic strategies to identify 

words

• Recognise many words and are willing to try 

new texts

• Begin to talk about the meaning of stories 

and texts



Stages of Reading - 4

Fluent Readers:

• Read for pleasure and interest with 
understanding

• Use a variety of methods to identify words 
and meaning (phonic, graphic, contextual)

• Read a good range of texts, making 
predictions and commenting on information

• Relate the meaning to their own 
experiences and knowledge



Reading Requires Two Skills

1. Phonics and Word Recognition 

• The ability to recognise words presented in and out 
of context. 

• The ability to blend letter sounds (phonemes) 
together to read words. 

2. Understanding 

• The ability to understand the meaning of the words 
and sentences in a text. 

• The ability to understand the ideas, information and 
themes in a text. 

• If a child understands what they hear, they will 
understand the same information when they read. 



Year 1 Reading Objectives

Reading and Spelling (Child Target)
• I can read words by breaking them down into sounds. 

• I quickly read my given graphemes (letters or groups of 
letters). 

• I read new words by blending letter sounds together. 

• I can read some unusual words. 

• I know how to read my word list words including words 
ending in ‐s, ‐es, ‐ing, ‐ed, ‐er and ‐est. 

• I can correctly read longer words. 

• I can read words that contain missing letters such as 
I'm, I'll and we'll.



Year 1 Reading Objectives

Guided Reading (Child Target) 
• I correctly read aloud the words from my book. 
• I re‐read my books so that I become a better reader. 

• I check what I am reading makes sense as I am reading 
through it. 

• I understand the books I can read. 

• I discuss the titles and events from the books I read. 

• I can explain what has happened in the story someone has just 
read to me. 

• I like to predict what happens next based on what I have read 
so far. 

• I can tell you about why a character does or says some things. 

• I discuss what words mean. 

• When I read, I can tell you of similar things that have happened 
to me. 



Year 1 Reading Objectives

Speaking and Listening (Child Target)
• I listen and discuss what I have read, including 

poems, stories and non‐fiction books. 

• I can tell you about some special stories we 
have worked on in class and even re‐tell them to 
my teacher. 

• I like to join in with the class when the teacher is 
telling certain stories. 

• I have learned some rhymes or poems. 

• I take turns to listen and discuss when I am in a 
group. 



The Teaching of Reading

• Reading in Year 1 is taught as part of the English 

curriculum. The primary aim is to encourage 

children to become lifelong readers who read for 

enjoyment and knowledge. Equal emphasis is put 

on the importance of developing decoding and 

comprehension skills. Guided reading is taught on 

a regular basis every week so that children are 

heard reading as part of a group. 



The Teaching of Reading

• The guided reading books used are a mixture of book 

schemes and real books. In Year 1, dedicated comprehension 

lessons take place once a week. A range of assessment foci is 

used including accurate decoding of text, reading for 

meaning, the ability to retrieve information, to infer and 

interpret information and to identify and comment on the 

structure of the text. 

• Children have access to our well stocked library in Year 1. 



Teaching reading in Year 1

Phonic groups:

• In Year One, children are in phonic groups matched to their ability.  (These groups  

are not fixed and could change throughout the year depending on how well your 

child is progressing).

• These sessions teach them the sounds and letter patterns which are the building 

blocks to reading and spelling.

• Phonics sessions happen twice a day:

Morning (30 minutes) with phonics teacher

Afternoon (20 minutes) with class teacher

• It’s a very successful way to learn to read as it allows children to decode new 

words successfully.

• It should be used as part of a language rich environment.



Teaching reading in Year 1

Guided reading sessions:

• A quality learning time for a small group who 

are at the same reading level.

• The teacher identifies the next step for those 

children and they focus on that key skill for one 

or more sessions.

• Once a week building up to twice a week from 

the Spring Term.



Year 1 Guided Reading Questions



Understanding: Comprehension

• Being able to read does not mean you 

understand what you read.

• Your child might sound like a good reader 

but may not necessarily understand what 

the text means. 

• The best way to develop understanding is to 

talk about texts. 



Reading Comprehension      
Teaching Approaches

Children in Year 1 will be using                     

Nelson Comprehension Book 1



Reading Comprehension      
Teaching Approaches

By using the book, 

children will learn:

to understand what is 

happening in the text

about words and phrases 

used in the text

to think more deeply 

about things in the text

to think beyond the text



Reading Comprehension

• Many children find understanding the texts 

they read more difficult and need extra 

support.

• These children may be able to read all the 

words in a book but struggle with retrieving, 

deducing or inferring meaning.

• They need particular support before they are 

able to move onto harder texts.



The First and Most Important 

Teacher

As a parent or carer, you play the 

leading role in helping your child move 

through the stages of reading.

The link between home and school is 

such an important one – children who 

are encouraged, supported and taught 

in both environments will obviously have 

the best chance of success.



What to do if your child gets 

stuck on a word
• Use phonics first. What sound does the 

word begin with? Can you say the sounds 
in the word? Blend them together. 

• Read to the end of the sentence. What 
would make sense? 

• What is the text about – what might fit 
here? 

• Does it sound right? 

• Look at the picture. Does it help? 



How to use these strategies

• John let his pet frog go. 

• It ****** across the grass. 

What is the first sound? 

• It h***** across the grass. 

What would make sense? 

• It hopping across the grass. 

Does that sound right? 

• It hopped across the grass. 



Top Tips

• Read more difficult books aloud to children 

of all ages - it helps to keep them interested 

and develop their story language. 

• Talk about the text as much as possible.

• Read together – paired reading if children 

are less confident or, if your child is an 

independent reader, read the same book as 

them so you can discuss the text.



Top Tips

• Make it fun – repetitive stories are great, 

read a wide variety of texts; stories, poems, 

information books, magazines, comics. 

• Visit the library regularly to extend 

their reading range. 

• Read every day – books, signs, newspapers, 

leaflets etc. Whatever you can get your 

hands on!



How to Support Your Child’s 

Reading at Home
• Ensure that from a young age children observe positive 

examples of reading/books

• Establish good daily reading habits for your children

• Make reading fun

• Expose your children to a wide range of subjects, authors, 

genres and themes

• Relate books to your children’s life experiences

• Read with your children every day

• Discuss the language used

• Use direct and indirect questioning 

• ‘Tell’ your children stories – you don’t always have to 

‘read’ them



Year 1 Recommended Reading

• For suggested reading for Year 1 children, we would 

recommend the following website: 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-

lists-for-ks1-school-pupils/

• Along the top of the webpage are a number of tabs.  If you 

click on the second one from the left entitled ‘Suggested 

Reading for 5-11’, a drop down tab appears. Select a year 

group  e.g. Year 1 Reading List, and the recommended books 

for that particular year group will appear.  

• This was last updated on 17th September 2019 and so is very 

current.

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-lists-for-ks1-school-pupils/


Year 1 Reading Workshop

Questions?


