
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

AUTUMN 2 
PSED 

Development Matters Activities 

Confident to talk to other children when playing, and will 

communicate freely about own home and community. 

 

Demonstrates friendly behaviour, initiating conversations 

and forming good relationships with peers and familiar 

adults. 

 

Shows understanding and cooperates with some boundaries 

and routines. 

Aware that some actions can hurt or harm others. 

 

Can usually adapt behaviour to different events, social 

situations and changes in routine.  

Talk about how we have changed since being babies, what is the 

same/ different, talking about families, friends and the nursery.  

Talking about the festivals and celebrations that we celebrate.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Developing confidence, joining in with whole class and group 

activities especially circle time.  Playing cooperative games taught 

outside e.g. Farmer’s in His Den, What’s the Time Mr Wolf? 

 

Introduce the school rules more thoroughly through the use of a 

puppets and role play.  Introduce the time out chair. 

Focus on the school rule we ‘keep our hands and feet to ourselves’ 

 

Going to the large hall once a week for PE.  Taking part in singing 

Christmas concert songs. 

Communication & Language 

Development Matters Activities 

Responds to simple instructions, e.g. to get or put away an 

object. 

 

Can retell a simple past event in correct order (e.g. went 

down slide, hurt finger). 

 

Recognises and responds to many familiar sounds, e.g. 

turning to a knock on the door, looking at or going to the 

door.  

Shows interest in play with sounds, songs and rhymes. 

 

Understands ‘who’, ‘what’, ‘where’ in simple questions 

(e.g. Who’s that/can? What’s that? Where is?) 

Following instructions linked to the everyday routines in the nursery.  

Following instructions for a range of activities e.g. cooking. 

 

Class discussions, show and tell sessions, circle time, sharing news, 

relating significant events e.g. Diwali, Christmas. Encourage children 

to talk through activities. 

Sound walk linked to phase 1 phonics.  Identifying different sounds in 

the environment. 

 

Letters and sounds activities; what is in the box, body sounds, variety 

of rhymes. 

Discussing baby photos and how we have changed as we have grown.  

Questions linked to focus activities.  Discussing past events. 

Physical 

Development Matters Activities 

Imitates drawing simple shapes such as circles and lines. 

 

Move freely with pleasure and confidence in a range of 

ways, such as slithering, shuffling, rolling, crawling, 

walking, running, jumping, skipping, sliding and hopping. 

 

Mount stairs, steps or climbing equipment using alternate 

feet. 

Uses one-handed tools and equipment. 

 

Range of art activities linked to fireworks, Diwali and Christmas.  

Self-portraits-drawing facial features. 

Hall time-exploring the space in the hall and different ways of 

moving.  Streamers and ribbons for firework movements.  Dancing as 

part of parties for festivals. 

 

Taking part in obstacle courses outside, large climbing equipment.  

Using gym equipment during PE time in the infant hall.  

Play dough with cutters, rollers, scissors, etc.  Using the staplers, 

hole punches, glue sticks, writing implements.  Using equipment 

during cooking activities; toast, barfi, Christmas biscuits. 
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Literacy- Key Texts:  

Development Matters Activities 

Listen to and join in with stories and poems, one–to–one and 

also in small groups. 

 

Listen to stories with increasing attention and recall 

 

Sometimes give meaning to marks as they draw and paint. 

 

 

Fills in the missing word or phrase in a known rhyme, story 

or game, e.g. ‘Humpty Dumpty sat on a …’ 

 

Recognises familiar words and signs such as own name and 

advertising logos. 

Daily story time and singing sessions, participation in stories and 

rhymes, finger rhymes.  Repetitive stories. 

 

Read a range of texts linked to the themes.  EAL group to have small 

group story time with Mrs Chana. 

Use of writing table, emergent writing in role-play areas, Paint 

program on computer.  Firework pictures 

 

Daily singing of nursery rhymes so children become very familiar with 

them.  Singing simple songs with the use of a puppet and pausing for 

children to fill in the blanks.   

Continue to promote the writing area and the display of children’s 

names.  Encourage children to take names to label their work and 

during activities such as card making. 

 

 

Mathematics 

Development Matters Activities 

Understands some talk about immediate past and future, 

e.g. ‘before’, ‘later’ or ‘soon’. 

 

Notice simple shapes and patterns in pictures 

 

Beginning to categories objects according to properties such 

as shape or size 

 

Creates and experiments with symbols and marks 

representing ideas of number. 

Talking about the daily routine and events for the day e.g. having 

photograph taken by photographer, Christmas concert etc. 

 

Looking at patterns in natural objects such as leaves.  Looking at 

Christmas wrapping paper and making our own by printing. 

Sorting autumn leaves and seeds.  Sorting other resources. 

 

 

Model how to write the number of children who are away during 

‘hello time’ encourage children to begin to write numbers inside and 

out. 

Understanding the World 

Development Matters Activities 

Shows skill in making toys work by pressing parts or lifting 

flaps to achieve effects such as sound, movements or new 

images. 

Knows some of the things that make them unique, and can 

talk about some of the similarities and differences in 

relation to friends or family. 

 

Recognises and describes special times or events for family 

or friends. 

 

Remembers and talks about significant events in their own 

experiences 

Develops an understanding of growth, decay and changes 

over time. 

 

Variety of electronic games/activity toys for children to explore. 

Electronic cars.  Exploring the SMART Board, voice changers, etc. 

Sharing photographs-hide and reveal on SMART Board to guess friends.  

Circle time and SEAL curriculum.  Stories with themes related to own 

experiences 

 

Talking about Diwali, Christmas, birthdays, starting nursery.  ‘About 

Me’ books.  Reading/sharing books about special times that the 

children can relate to. Photos to be displayed as a slide show on one 

of the SMART boards.  Looking at photographs, talk about what we 

have done and what we are doing.   

Sharing baby photos-talking about how we change as we grow. 

 

 

 



Expressive Arts & Design 

Development Matters Activities 

Joins in singing favourite songs. 

 

Explores colours and how colours can be changed. 

 

Engages in imaginative role-play based on own first hand 

experiences. 

 

Creates sounds by banging, shaking, tapping or blowing. 

 

Enjoy joining in with dancing and ring games 

Constructs with a purpose in mind, using a variety of 

resources. 

Singing songs linked to themes; in particular Diwali and Christmas.  

Singing as part of the Christmas concert. 

Exploring Autumn colours-leaf rubbing.  Firework pictures.  Salad 

spinner paintings. Christmas cards. 

Movement activities in the hall-moving to music and instrument 

sounds.  Festival parties. 

 

Exploring musical instruments during continuous provision.  Introduce 

instruments to singing time.  Karaoke machine. 

Dancing as part of Christmas parties.  Teach ring games outdoors such 

as The Farmer’s in His Den, Ring-a-ring-a-roses, etc. 

 

Making self portraits 

 

 
 

 

                                  


